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As the pandemic continues to disrupt our lives in unprecedented ways, many of us in 

BANES are focused on our livelihoods and the economic vibrancy of the 

communities in which we live and work. I urge the council to prioritise this 

community’s economic viability, considering both short and long term solutions to 

problems we know plague businesses in and around Bath. While the council is not 

able to do anything about business rates and perhaps cannot be as flexible with rent 

as it would like, there are many creative ways that we can support business at the 

local level.  Residents have noticed that other towns not too far away seem to have a 

different experience to Bath in their town centres; restaurants and shops in 

neighbouring towns such as Bruton and Castle Cary have continued to trade over 

this difficult last year and these places seem to be absorbing visitors and money that 

used to flow to Bath. The council has continued to prioritise traffic measures that 

may fit its green agenda (which many of us support in the bigger sense), but which 

do not take account of that fact that all businesses must be able to deliver or offer 

click and collect services to survive in these times. In talking to business owners, 

there is a sense that their concerns, which touch on their very livelihoods, have been 

brushed aside by councillors in pursuit of other agendas. This is to the detriment of 

our high streets and those who populate them. The public and private sectors must 

work together for the wellbeing of all, in every sense. I urge the council to listen to 

businesses and to consult the BID, the other major landlords and residents as it 

shapes its plans for economic recovery. 


